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WKU privatizes Health Services in response to budget
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
University officials have decided to privatize WKU Health
Services in response to another $1.5 million loss and snowballing budget troubles.
“First, we can achieve a net
savings of more than $1 million
to apply to our campus-wide
budget cut that will reduce the
amount of the cut for each division of the university,” President

Gary Ransdell said in the email guarantee Health Services’ cursent last Thursday. “Secondly, rent employees a job with the
we want to give private
winning bidder, WKU is
sector medical providers
strongly encouraging the
the opportunity to show
bidder to hire the existing
us how they might operstaff. Employees weren’t
ate our Health Services
involved in the decision
program in a more effiand were informed of the
cient manner, and proprivatization the mornvide enhanced services
ing the email was sent
to faculty, staff, students,
university-wide.
RANSDELL
and perhaps even the
“You can’t speculate with
President
general public.”
those kinds of decisions,”
While the university cannot Ransdell said. “If you go through

the speculation and analysis and
involve everybody in that process, you create a lot of tension.
If you decide not to do it, you put
them through a lot of stress unnecessarily. You don’t communicate with the people involved
until the decision has been made
to move forward.”
Vice President of Finances
Ann Mead declined to comment on the decision to privatize Health Services, saying no
further decisions have been

Smell the funny

made yet. WKU Health Services
could not provide a representative to comment on the matter.
The recent financial loss
comes from a drop in student
enrollment, continuing the
trend from last semester.
“As you recall from our communication last fall, we had a
revenue shortfall of approximately $1.6 million in the fall
semester,” Ransdell’s email
said. “We, therefore, must adSEE BUDGET PAGE A2

University
registrar set
to retire
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

After 40 years of service to WKU,
University Registrar Frieda Eggleton will begin to shift into her retirement.
“I have reached a point in my life
where I would like to have a different lifestyle, a simpler lifestyle,”
Eggleton said.
As of June, she will have been University Registrar for 28 years. She
plans to return in July to work part
time as the NCAA academic compliance coordinator.
University Registrar oversees the
SEE EGGLETON PAGE A3

Gatton Class of
2016 announced
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Happy Gas founder WKU alumnus Josh Chapman (far left) performs an improv skit called “Freeze Frame” with WKU alumni
Sebastian Kearney (center), Franklin, Tenn., senior Nick Benson and approximately 25 other members of the comedy
troupe during the 15th Anniversary Show at the Russell Miller Theatre in the Fine Arts Center on Saturday. TYLER ESSARY/

HERALD

Happy Gas enthralls crowd at 15th anniversary performance

A

BY JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
host of Happy Gas alumni joined the improv
troupe’s current generation in the Russell
Miller Theatre on Saturday night in celebra-

After the most competitive year of
submissions, Gatton Academy has
taken its initial 290 applications,
interviewed 110 candidates and finally accepted 59 students for the
Class of 2016.
“The competition was very steep,”
Gatton senior Joseph Crafton said
of his entrance process two years
ago. “You have a bunch of qualified
students applying for a set number of spots for a very competitive
school.”
In order to apply, students must
have a 22 on the math portion of the
SEE GATTON PAGE A3

tion of the group’s 15th anniversary.
As the crowd gathered in the theatre, the sound system
played a selection of hit songs from 1999, the year of Happy
Gas’ inception.
Muhlenberg County senior and Happy Gas member Stephen Korfhage introduced Josh Chapman, one of Happy
Gas’ founding members, before the show kicked off with a
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performance from Chapman and other Happy Gas alumni.
Colin Thornton, a founding member of Happy Gas,

TUE 43°/21°

as well as the troupe’s first president, said the group has

The founders of Happy Gas, WKU alumni Joshua Chapman and Colin Thornton, open the show with members
of Happy Gas’ “older generation.” Happy Gas, Kentucky’s
longest-running improvisation troupe, was formed in 1999.
TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

grown far larger since he left than he ever thought it would.

WED 46°/36°

He said the inspiration for what would become Happy

THU 61°/54°

Gas came from acting games they would play in Professor
David Young’s class. Young is now the head of the DepartSEE HAPPY GAS PAGE A2

FRI 63°/37°
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT

dress a $3.1 million budget reduction as we prepare
next year’s budget before we deal with covering our
fixed-cost increases, a state budget cut, or a salary
and/or benefits increase.”
The loss wasn’t unexpected and was a smaller loss
than in spring 2013, Ransdell said.
In addition to the $3.1 million guaranteed budget
cut, WKU faces a potential $1.8 million loss from a 2.5
percent cut proposed by Gov. Steve Beshear. This cut
has loomed over the heads of state universities since
it was announced in January, and it’s made it to the
Senate with little changes.
“Unfortunately we didn’t get any help in the House
of Representatives,” Ransdell said. “The Senate is

HAPPY GAS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
ment of Theatre & Dance.
“It was his first year teaching,” Thornton said. “And I
thought, ‘What if we did these acting games in front of
an audience?’”
He said he enlisted fellow student Josh Chapman
because “Josh was the funniest guy around the theater
department” and got a troupe together.
The group decided on the name Happy Gas, practiced for the rest of the Spring 1999 semester and put
on a few shows toward the end of the school year.
“Honestly I thought it would just go away,” Chapman said. “I kind of thought it would at least last for
another year or two, but not nearly fifteen.”
Chapman said the group has built a legacy for itself.
“I think people don’t want to let it fall apart,” he said.
Thornton agreed.
“One of the amazing things is how this team has
affected people’s lives,” Thornton said. “We’ve had
people meet and get married, and we’ve had people
go into careers in comedy.”
After an intermission, a number of current Happy
Gas members took the stage before both troupes united for a final act.
Glasgow freshman and new Happy Gas member Matthew Zuccari said he thinks Saturday’s show was one of
the best improv performances he’s been involved with.
Zuccari said he loves improv, although it is not without its difficulties.
“I guess a lot of the trouble comes with building
chemistry, trying to understand your teammates,” he
said. “Miscommunications can happen, but all in all, I
think we’re doing pretty well.”
Korfhage, who is Happy Gas’ public relations officer,
said he thinks the group’s independence is what has
enabled it to last so long.
“We are not affiliated with WKU so we don’t get the
sponsorship that some of the other extracurricular
events on campus get,” he said. “But we also don’t
have to live by their rules and we survive on our own.”
Korfhage said he believes the group has a bright future ahead of it.
“We have a phenomenal group of freshmen,” he
said. “I am really excited for them in the future.”
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trying to find some way to help reduce the cut, and
we are grateful for that…The frustrating thing is that
we’re fighting to reduce a cut instead of fighting to get
something.”
Currently, state universities and colleges await an
inevitable tuition cap from the Kentucky Council on
Postsecondary Education, setting the maximum percentage students' tuition will increase. Since late January, WKU officials expect between a 3 to 4 percent
increase.
“We’ve got a lot of challenges, but tuition is not the
answer,” Ransdell said. “There will be an increase,
but we’re not going to be able to balance the budget

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

with that increase, so we’ll have to balance it with our
spending.”
Most budget decisions will be made by mid-April
to present to the Board of Regents, and Mead expects
further decisions closer to that date. One factor the
university won’t be using to balance the budget is anticipated enrollment increases, Ransdell said.
“We’re going to build it on what we know, which
is what we’ll finish this year with,” he said. “If we do
have better enrollment growth, we may have created
an opportunity to sure up some things. We’re working
hard to improve the numbers, but we’re not going to
take a risk and assume anything.”

WKUHERALD.COM
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ACT and completed Geometry and two
Algebra classes by their sophomore
year in high school. The incoming class,
however, averaged a 30.1 in math.
Only about 130 students can fit in
Schneider Hall, so admission depends
on the number of returning students and
available state funding. Generally, the
funding can cover around 120 students,
and it recently increased to 126.
“I think this next year we’re going to try
to squeeze in 128,” Gatton Academy director Tim Gott said. “This year we eas-

Corrections
Due to a Herald error, apartment
pricing of College Suites was incorrectly listed in last Thursday's Housing Guide section.
College Suites offers three- or
four-bedroom apartments. Threebedroom apartments begin at $396/
room/month. Four-bedroom apartments are $386/room/month. The
Herald regrets the error.

Crime reports
• Police arrested Bowling Green
freshman Tyrin Turner for second
degree disorderly conduct and resisting arrest after being involved
in a fight with Murray freshman
Andre' Phillips outside Hugh Poland Hall on March 20.
• Elizabeth Peters had information in reference to an off-campus
theft on March 20.
• Burnt grease set off a fire alarm
in Keen Hall on March 20.
• Radcliff freshman Joshua Yi
was cited for possession of drug
paraphernalia in Hugh Poland Hall
on March 20.
• Police arrested Dewey Lindsay on Kentucky Street for public
intoxication and possession of Piperazine on March 21.
•

Police arrested Justin Aldrich
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ily could’ve gotten 120 or 130 onto the
list and taken any student who would’ve
been very qualified to be here.”
Whereas last year had 70 slots to fill,
the Class of 2016 only had 59, leaving
an 11 student difference not able to be
accepted. Several close factors come
into play whenever the decision is left
so close. Simply a point on the ACT or
the hometown can decide whether a
student is accepted or not.
Once a student is in the Academy, he
or she has to begin the rigorous coursework to graduate, which requires that
they take about 17 hours a semester,
nine of those being math and science
courses. By graduation, a student will

Due to a Herald error, Mary Sparr's
status as a graduate of WKU was incorrectly stated in last Tuesday's A1
feature story about her.
Sparr is not a graduate of WKU, she
only attended the university. The
Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects
all confirmed errors that are brought
to reporters’ or editors’ attention.
Please call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to
report a correction, or e-mail us at
editor@wkuherald.com

for reckless driving and leaving
the scene of an accident on March
21 after Aldrich drove onto the
sidewalk outside Mass Media and
knocked down a light pole and left
the scene on foot.
• Vine Grove freshman Zachari
Price was served a Hardin County
arrest warrant for operating a motor vehicle while under the influence and having one headlight in
McCormack Hall on March 21.
• Crestwood freshman Henry
McMullen was cited for possession
of marijuana and drug paraphernalia and Franklin, Tenn., freshman
Christopher Cornelius was cited for
possession of marijuana in Parking
Structure One on March 22.
• Police arrested Bowling Green
junior Fahad M. Alhumaid on University Blvd. and Nashville Rd. for
disregarding a traffic control device and operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of alcohol on March 23.

have attained around 65 college credits
and a high school diploma.
“It’s not for every student; it’s incredibly demanding,” Gott said. “Even most
college students aren’t going to try to
take three math and science classes
their first semester of college.”
The Academy works to increase the
rigor for students, giving them research and travel opportunities that
they would not find in their former
high schools. Students are also given
a community featuring others that are
dealing with similar course loads and
school experiences.
“After going through the Academy,
we’re more able to adapt to a higher-

EGGLETON

A3

level learning environment,” Crafton
said. “We’re better able to talk to our
peers and mentors about what we’re
taking and what we’re researching.”
Every year, schools such as Stanford
and MIT send recruiters to Gatton,
and University of Louisville, University of Kentucky and Western have
specific scholarships for the alumni.
In-state schools see 70 percent of Gatton graduates attend with abundant
scholarships.
“To me, that’s one of the most important parts of the school – we are trying
to help students become what they are
capable of becoming,” Gott said.

role will need to acknowledge that
accuracy and integrity of records is of
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
utmost importance,” Eggleton said.
Eggleton graduated from WKU in
responsibilities of the Office of Reg- 1974 and has since worked in Student
istrar, which includes a wide variety Housing as the assistant director of
of often high profile activities, such what was then Central Hall (now Minas six commencement ceremonies ton Hall). During this time she coma year, undergraduate catalog, regis- pleted her Masters, thus beginning her
tration and grading.
prosperous career with WKU.
The Registrar also works to
She had originally intended
continue cooperation amongst
to return to Louisville, her
the various divisions, departhometown, upon graduation
ments and units around the uniin order to pursue a teaching
versity. Through her devotion to
career, but she was approached
WKU, she has spent many weekby the Dean of Students, who
ends and extended hours worksuggested the job in Student
ing to keep events and commuHousing.
EGGLETON
nication in progress.
Following her Masters, she
“It is very demanding in University became a field representaregistrar
terms of time to keep all of
tive in the Office of University
those activities running accurately School Relations, where she worked
and efficiently,” Eggleton said. “I alongside President Gary Ransdell.
would like to have more time to do The two were responsible for visitsome personal things.”
ing high schools across the state to
Receiving the Spirit of Western recruit potential students.
Award in 2011 was one of the many
Eggleton went on to be director of
highlights of her career. The signifi- New Student Orientation, and for the
cant responsibility of coordinating eight years prior to taking on the role
WKU’s unique commencement cer- of University Registrar, she was the
emony was also a rewarding experi- assistant to the dean of Scholastic
ence for Eggleton and an addition Development.
to the list of reasons why University
“I have been honored to have been
Registrar was her favorite position.
able to serve in various positions at
“The thing I like most about it is the university following my graduathat the office serves the entire uni- tion,” Eggleton said.
versity community – students, facBrian Meredith, associate viceulty, staff, alumni and the general president for Enrollment Managepublic – with all the different tasks ment, said he is sad to see her go
that we’re responsible for,” she said.
because she excelled so much in her
A national search is currently in position.
progress for her replacement. Appli“She truly embodies the spirit of
cations are due by April 22. The po- WKU,” Meredith said. “She’s an exsition requires an important orienta- ample for registrars across the countion to detail, as student records and try and sets the bar very high. I regret
catalogs must be accurate.
to see her leaving, she’s such a great
“The person who steps into this asset to us.”
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HEALTH MATTERS

FOOD

FUMBLES

WKU dining options leave room for improvement

THE ISSUE: Steak 'n Shake is coming to
WKU next fall and will be the restaurant's first university location on a college campus. Red Zone will also make a
return to Downing Student Union.

OUR STANCE: There is no denying that
getting a Steak 'n Shake is an exciting
addition to WKU's campus food options, but these new restaurants are
simply another addition to an already
limited number of healthy meals.

L

ike nearly everyone else on this
campus, we were excited about
the idea of getting a Steak 'n
Shake, even if it won't feature the full
menu.
But as we continued to consider its
arrival and the other restaurants WKU
has brought to campus, we found three
issues: healthy options on campus are
limited, much of what is being brought
in is simply a re-hash of what we already have and the layout of our restaurants needs some reconsideration.
Let's start with the lack of healthy
options.
A few years ago, WKU brought a
salad bar, Greens To Go, to the old
DSU food court, and it was surprisingly well received. It may not have
received the traffic of Chick-fil-A or
Izzi's, but it was nice for students to

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL

know they had a healthier option waiting for them after a grueling workout
or in case they simply wanted a lighter
meal.
Now that Greens To Go is gone,
healthy options are basically limited
to the salad bar in Fresh Foods and
the pre-packaged apples and salads
found at various WKU locations.
Nothing says healthy like yellowing
lettuce out of a plastic carton.
We aren't saying that options don't
exist, but perhaps alongside a Steak 'n
Shake (which doesn't exactly scream
healthy) WKU might consider bringing in a more health-conscious option.
It's already difficult enough to eat
healthy on campus without worrying
about yet another unhealthy option joining the bunch, which brings us to our second point: repetitive menu options.
A prime example of this is the burger joints on campus.
Not only do we have Grille Works
at the top of the Hill, Burger Studio
next to Pearce-Ford Tower and Topper Grill in Topper Cafe, but Steak
'n Shake will provide yet another
burger option on campus. We understand that location is everything
and that some people don't want
to walk all the way to PFT to grab a
burger, but this is a perfect oppor-

tunity for WKU to cut one burger
restaurant and bring in a healthier
option.
After all, three burger joints is
enough.
Lastly, the location of food options
on campus has proven to be a problem for some. For example, take Yoblendz.
When we first heard that a yogurt
joint was coming to campus, we were
sure that it was going to thrive. And it
might've done so, had it been in a better location.
Think about it: Who's going to purchase frozen yogurt at a place that
doesn't take meal plans when Fresh,
which is right next door, does, AND
ice cream is included? Starbucks also
serves its own creamy frozen drinks
right across the hall. As a result of
putting these three locations so close
to each other, one of them is bound
to fail thanks to the lack of planning
ahead when it came to the DSU layout.
It's definitely more important to
cater to a student's needs than their
wants when it comes to food options.
This editorial represents the majority of the Herald's 9-member editorial
board.

@Kristenruga: #wku screwing students on their taxes
based on dates of billings
is dumb. #NotHappy #taxes
#IHaveToPayIn
— Sent 3:43 PM - 23 Mar 14

@funke_fresh: Retreating to
Mass Media in order to escape
the sound of these god forsaken
drums. #getoffmycampus #peoplelivehere #wku #wkuprobs
— Sent 12:55 PM - 23 Mar 14

@BriannaFreeze : The state
of Kentucky is gonna be divided this entire week #WKU
#GoTops #BRN
— Sent 2:54 PM - 23 Mar 14

@marjayrigor:What would
be the accomplishment
you're most proud of up until now? #WKU
— Sent 7:48 PM - 23 Mar 2014
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Sleeping
regularly makes
learning and
studying easier
BY RYAN HUNTON
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

One of my weaknesses these days:
I do not sleep regularly. Coincidentally,
nearly every person
with whom I have
spoken about this
column admits that
this is a problem for
HUNTON
Columnist them, too. In fact,
lack of sleep is considered by many to be a major ailment of modern society.
Some believe that the issue is
mainly due to technological advances, from the smartphone in recent times to the television and the
light bulb of earlier decades, which
illuminate the night and may disrupt the normal sleep-wake cycle.
Although research explains the
importance of sleep for the immune system, the cardiovascular
system and the brain (which is actually quite active during sleep), researchers still do not know exactly
why we sleep.
One theory suggests that sleep
developed mainly as a means of
conserving energy during the night.
Or perhaps brain development and
organization is the essential element of sleeping. According to the
Harvard Medical School Division of
Sleep Medicine, studies show that
learning, memory and attention
are less efficient in a sleep-deprived
person.
We all have experienced the effects of a night poorly slept or one
not spent sleeping at all. For students in particular, less sleep could
mean less focus in class, decreased
motivation or incentive, and lower
grades.
It could also mean a decrease in
the function of memory. Research
suggests that sleep plays a particularly important role in the consolidation of memory, or the process by
which a memory becomes stable in
the brain and able to be easily recalled.
Of course, ‘pulling an all-nighter’
seems like a rite of passage inherent to college life. According to a
2007 study at St. Lawrence University in Canton, N.Y., two-thirds of
college students report pulling at
least one all-nighter during a semester.
There are several reasons that
students may intentionally stay
up all night. Of course, many really wish to sleep at the end of the
day but find that they cannot. If
you find that you cannot sleep,
you can make it easier for yourself:
Reduce light at night: Creating a better sleep environment can
make your body respond. A sleep
environment is a quiet, dark and
cool space.
Avoid stimulants in the evening: Caffeine is a stimulant that
keeps most people awake. To sleep
better, avoid caffeine, nicotine and
alcohol four to six hours before
bedtime.
Have a relaxing routine: Establishing a pattern helps to set your
body’s internal clock. In the evening, I often read or listen to music, usually over a warm cup of tea
(caffeine-free).
Try natural sleep aids: I have
found valerian root to be helpful.
There is some evidence that this
herb is effective for sleep disorders.
It can be found in tea or as a capsule.

1.

2.

3.
4.

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE

ACROSS
1 Small amount
4 WWII MIA location
11 NFL captains
14 __ Jima
Classified Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards
15 High-class tobacco
advertising@wkuherald.com
products
16 Samovar
17 GPS finding
ELP
ANTED
18 Good chap
19 Nonpro sports org.
Aqualand Pools
20 Plot
is seeking full-time and part-time retail clerk and outside
service positions. Chemistry/Biology experience helpful but 22 Providing with a
transcript, possibly
not required. Fun atmosphere. Great summer job. Apply in
24 __-tzu
person from 10-6 at
Aqualand 1260 Campbell Lane, Bowling Green, KY.
25 Climbing aids
29 Arm support
31 Viral chorus?
32 Turkic Russian
33 Histrionic display
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for
37 Roast, in a Baja dish
misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please
use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money 38 Stuck
or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
39 __ mining
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
40 “Argo” actor
43 NBA coach Thomas
44 Historic town in Lazio
PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION
45 Santa __ winds
46 Innocuous sorts
50 Way to find out what you
know
52 3-D graph part
53 “It’s just __ thought ...”
54 “South Pacific” song
60 Highway or city stat
61 “Illmatic” rap star
62 Mythical symbol of purity
63 Fitting
64 Room with hoops
65 What this grid’s big
symbol is, Across and Down
66 Albany is its cap.
DOWN
1 Dump
2 Man __

CLASSIFIEDS
H

W

3 Autocratic approach
4 Book with shots
5 Poison __
6 Morgantown’s st.
7 Low island
8 Afr. country
9 If said again, group in a
1950s African uprising
10 Studying on a couch?
11 Draw back with alarm
12 Stock mark
13 Curls up
21 Books about Toronto and
Ottawa, say

23 Country abutting
Nicaragua
25 Put away
26 Not down: Abbr.
27 FDR loan org.
28 Papa John’s rival
29 GDR spy group
30 Holds up
34 Annoy
35 __ bono: “Who stands to
gain?” in law
36 B&O stop
40 Org. for Nadal and
Djokovic

41 Lucy of “Kill Bill”
42 Colorado NHL club, to
fans
47 Band guitarist, in slang
48 Lacking stability
49 Army squad NCOs
50 Sharp tooth
51 Words from Watson
55 Buy from Sajak
56 Paris lily
57 Suffix with tact
58 __ polloi
59 Valiant’s son

AQUARIUS (Jan.
20-Feb. 18) -- Get
your team moving.
Schedule carefully
to fit it all in. Stop
worrying... meditate
or go for a walk for
some peace. Others ask your advice.
There may be institutions or health
issues involved.
Friends are with
you.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20) -Keep increasing
your understanding,
or you can just rely
on faith to pull you
through. Avoid a
disagreement about
priorities by clarifying them early on.
Invite participation.
Friends and associates get behind your
dream.

ARIES (March
21-April 19) -- A
group decision
provides an opportunity. Consider
it, without taking
action yet. Look at
all options. A rise in
status or pay is possible. Clarify your
dream, map out a
plan, and prepare
your move.

LEO (July 23Aug. 22) -- You don't
have to pay for everything. Streamline
a routine. You're a
lucky winner. Wait
to see what develops.
Don't make outrageous promises. No
fair cheating. In
other words, don't
take big actions.

VIRGO (Aug.
23-Sept. 22) -- The
tide shifts in an unexpected direction
today. Get family to
help. Give everyone
a chance to voice
their opinion. Have
what you need delivered. Increase efficiency, and consider
all possibilities.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 22) -- Don't
show unfinished work
to a critic. Irritations
and breakdowns at
home could throw
you off your stride.
Schedule carefully.
Remain gracious,
especially around
those lacking manners.

HILLTOP HOROSCOPES
SCORPIO (Oct.
23-Nov. 21) -- Adapt
to changes with
flexibility and optimism. Reassure a
loved one with your
wry sense of humor.
Opportunities and
new ideas hide in
the chaos of fears
about the future.
Recognize lurking
shadows and banish
them with light.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20) -- Plan
your next trip, but
don't go yet. Handle
responsibilities,
make preparations,
pay bills and repair
equipment. Delegate or complete
obligations. Verify
reservations. Dream
about the upcoming
adventure.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
-- Give yourself
permission to dream
about money. How
much would you
like to make? Check
out an interesting
suggestion. Expand
your heart. Clean
up messes. Finish
up old business. Test
your hypothesis.
Don't take anything
for granted.

GEMINI (May
21-June 20) -- Resist the temptation
to deplete shared
resources. Follow
an expert's plans.
Work closely with
your partner. Ride
the wave, without
testing physical
limitations. Anticipate controversy
and head it off with
clarification.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
-- Determine priorities to fulfill a
personal dream. Use
more imagination
than money. Act
from wisdom, not
impulse. Sell stuff
or get it appraised.
Clean up messes.
Test ideas in private
before going public.
Let the family help.

CANCER (June
21-July 22) -- Aim
high and rely on
partners, especially
to navigate breakdowns smoothly.
Delegate more this
week. Streamline
a work routine.
Postpone relaxing
in luxury. The more
energy you put in,
the more benefits
appear.

SUDOKU PROBLEMS
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Freedom Percussion, an independent group from St. Louis, warms up outside
Bates-Runner Hall before performing at the WGI Mid South Championship. The
event was held at Diddle Arena on Saturday.

@WKUHERALD

Grant Gordon, a senior at Sparkman High School in Harvest, Ala., performs his
part in the drum corps' show “Untamed” at the WGI Mid South Percussion Championship in Diddle Arena on Saturday.

Drumroll,
please
PHOTOS BY KREABLE YOUNG

Clinton High School from Clinton, Miss., stands at attention while practicing before performing at the WGI Mid South Championship at Diddle Arena on Saturday.

Clarksville High School packs up their instruments before heading back to CollinsChris Benavides plays the electric guitar during Smoky Mountain High School's
performance, “Electric Surge,” at the WGI Mid South Percussion Championship in ville, Ind., after performing in the WGI Mid South Percussion Championship.
Diddle Arena on Saturday. The group traveled from Sylva, N.C., to perform in the
competition.
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Music Department showcases ‘An Afternoon of Choral Music’
BY KRISTINA BURTON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Sounds of Mozart, Mendelssohn, Eric Whitacre and several
other composers filled Van Meter auditorium Sunday night
when the WKU Music Department held “An Afternoon of
Choral Music.”
Performers included the
Southern Kentucky Choral
Society, the WKU men’s and
women's choruses, the Treblemakers, the RedShirts and the
WKU Chorale.
Rebekah Pate, a Bardstown
sophomore, found out about
the concert on WKU's website.
“I was looking online
and it was on the calendar,”
Pate said. “I’m a big fan of
Pitch Perfect, so I wanted
to see the Treblemakers
and RedShirts, because I
never have before.”
Pate said she used to be in
choir in high school.
“I wanted to see what the
choirs here are like and potentially see how to audition for
them,” she said.
Pate said she currently
doesn’t know much about
WKU’s Music Department.
“I hope to learn more about
what they do, what the choir
does, how they perform, etc,”
she said.
The Southern Kentucky
Choral Society opened the
concert with their performance of “Regina Coeli, K.
276” by Mozart.
The WKU men’s chorus performed next with their renditions of “I Come Singing” by Eric
Barnum, “Crossing the Bar” from
“Love Was My Lord and King!” by
Gwyneth Walker and “O Sing to
the Lord” by Dan Davison.
Following them was female
a cappella group, The Treblemakers, with their performance of “Somewhere” from
“West Side Story.”
All male a cappella group,
The RedShirts, performed next
with their rendition of “ShBoom” by The Chords.
Lane French, a Harrods-

The Southern Kentucky Choral Society, directed by WKU professor Paul Hondorp, performs during a concert at Van Meter Hall on
Sunday. The choral group was also accompanied by the WKU men's and women's chorus, the Redshirts, and the WKU Chorale. LUKE
FRANKE/HERALD

burg sophomore, said he was
looking to get into more vocalrelated activities.
“I’m a musical theatre student and recent transfer, so I
came to check out all the different choirs they have here on
campus,” he said.
French said he was looking
most forward to the Treblemakers and the RedShirts.
“I’m big into a cappella,” he
said, adding that he had very
high expectations going into
the concert.
“I’ve heard a lot about the
choirs here,” French said. “I
know there’s a strong music
department, as well as a strong
theatre and dance program. I
know the arts are strong here
at WKU.”
Looking to join a group him-

self, French said he was hoping to see which choral group
would appeal most to him.
“I’m seeing whether I’d
want to be in a full choir, just
men’s, or more of an a cappella group,” French said. “I’m
looking to see where I’d fit in
more.”
The WKU women’s chorus
followed the RedShirts with
their performances of “Abendlied” by Mendelssohn, “If
Through the Sea of Night” by
D. Farrell Smith and “Under
the Greenwood Tree” by Clifton J. Noble Jr.
The WKU Choral was the
last group of performers. Their
selections included “Like as
the hart desireth the waterbrooks” from “Four Anthems”
by Herbert Howells, “Tece

Voda, Tece” by Deems Taylor, and “Cloudburst” by Eric
Whitacre.
French said coming to concerts like this is a great thing to
do.
“You never know — you
could come in and it could
change the rest of your life if
you want to do choral music,”
French said.
“You can be an art major
but find out you have a passion for music. It’s good to get
a well-rounded knowledge of
everything on campus.”
Kylie Ramsey, a freshman
from Lebanon, Tenn., attended the concert for her music
appreciation class.
“I have a couple of friends
who are involved in the performance, so I’m really ex-

cited to see them perform
for the first time,” Ramsey
said, adding that she always
likes hearing vocal music.
Ramsey said concerts like
this help to integrate students
into the culture of WKU.
“It’s nice to get out and do
something that’s educational
and fun,” Ramsey said.
“It makes you feel connected to the university.”
Pate said she encourages
WKU students to check out
what events are going on
around campus.
“I didn’t know until I was on
the computer today,” Pate said.
“It’s good to be in the know
about stuff. It gets you more involved on campus and makes
you feel like you’re a part of
something.”

Scarecrow project yields farming possibilities
BY WHITNEY ALLEN
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU researchers have updated the
traditional scarecrow into something
much more complex and effective. The
iPod-powered scarecrow emits smells,
sounds and flashing lights.
Biology professor, Michael Stokes,
is one of the directors of the scarecrow
project.
“We call them scarecrows for lack of
a better word (and) also in the literature
they’re called radio-activated guards,"
Stokes said. "But scarecrows, everybody knows what a scarecrow is."
In the new version of an old garden tool, an iPod is used to create
noises that will scare animals away.
After testing multiple possibilities, the
sound of pots and pans banging has
been particularly effective with Afri-

can Buffalo.
This research is in part of the National Science Foundation and the Bill
and Melinda Gates foundation through
their joint program Basic Research
to Enable Agricultural Development
(BREAD). The focus of the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation is sub-Saharan
Africa, with the scarecrow project primarily focused in Kenya.
The NSF is looking for new ways to
improve sustenance farming — farms
that the farmer relies on explicitly to
feed his or her family. Researchers want
to create stimuli that will keep animals
out of the fields as much as possible.
African farmers face a variety of animals, from large rodents to elephants
and monkeys.
With such a wide variety of species
from which to protect the crops, the
scarecrows have to be able to emit a va-

riety of sounds and smells.
“Every time it’s triggered you won’t
get the same sound,” Stokes said.
“That’s where the iPod comes in.” Mark
Cambron, an engineering professor,
has created the prototypes of the scarecrows alongside several students over
the past four years.
“If we do the same thing every single
time the idea is that the animal would
quickly learn what’s going on and ignore it, so we have several devices that
can be triggered by action,” Cambron
said.
Some of the smells used are cheetah
and leopard urine. The purpose is that
animals that fear these predators will
be deterred by these particular scents.
Several students have traveled to
Kenya to do research for the project.
The students use motion sensors and
video cameras to monitor the scare-

crows, and they keep track of what
sounds and smells work and which
ones don't.
Graduate student Adam Emberton worked alongside Professor
Cambron in the development of the
scarecrow.
“I gained a lot of experience designing electronics, writing software, etc.,”
Emberton said. “Of course we do all of
that in our classes as engineering students, but this project included a lot of
firsts for me, including learning new
technologies and techniques.”
Stokes said it was unrealistic to think
the scarecrows would just make the
animals run off and never return.
“But if we could just reduce the
amount they feed by, say, 10 percent,
that’s like giving the farmer an extra 10
percent on the crop and that’s huge,"
Stokes said.

Habitat students spend spring break building futures
BY AARON MUDD
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
While some students returned to
campus from spring break vacations,
members of WKU’s Habitat for Humanity came back to classes after
completing building projects outside
of Kentucky. Habitat sent groups of students to Washington, Pa., and Columbus, Ga., to help families in need with
construction work.
Glasgow sophomore Gavin Young,
who’s been on four Habitat trips, said
she found her trip to Washington, Pa.,
worthwhile. Along with other students,
she helped tear down old walls, frame
new ones, pour concrete, cut down a
pipe and build a new porch.
“I'd rather do that than go to the
beach or do absolutely nothing over
spring break,” she said. “So it’s a winwin; you get to have a good time but
also get to help people out.”
To Jeffry Edwards, a senior from Murray and the president of WKU Habitat,
the organization isn’t just about building for those living in substandard
housing. During their Act! Speak! Build!
week, Habitat members advocate for
support from legislators.
“It’s this week that Habitat puts on
and it’s worldwide,” Edwards said.
“We advocate, meaning that we go
to our government officials, we send

letters, and we send handmade paper
houses to grab attention from our legislators.”
During her time working with Habitat, Young said she’s encountered misconceptions that people have about
the families receiving help.
“A lot of people think that the home
is given to the families, that they don’t
have to pay for it,” she said. “But the
families do pay for it.”
Young said that in order for a family
to get a Habitat home, it has to meet
certain requirements such as helping to build its own house or someone else’s. Also, families have to show
they’ve paid rent in the past and currently have a job. However, the most
important factor is the need for a
home.
WKU Habitat keeps pretty busy.
Along with its out-of-state projects,
the organization recently helped an
elderly man build a fence on his property, and it built a shed for the Department of Geography and Geology on
campus.
“We’ve taken a couple trips out to
West Liberty, Ky., which had been hit
by a tornado in May of 2012,” Edwards
said. “There was lots of need for new
houses, and Habitat had stepped in to
help make it possible for those homeowners to afford a home.”
The organization is open for every-

Jeffry Edwards, Murray senior

There was lots of need for new houses, and Habitat
had stepped in to help make it possible for those
homeowners to afford a home.”
one, and even Young’s inexperience
with construction didn’t stop her from
joining Habitat.
“There’s always a construction manager on the site so they kind of give you
direction on what you need to do,” she
said. “And then the upper level people,
who have been on numerous trips,
they guide you and help you.”
Audrey Castlen, from Owensboro, has
been involved with Habitat since her
freshman year. She’s currently a junior
and has been on seven habitat trips.
Castlen said that the organization has
taught her useful skills that she didn’t
have before joining.
“I didn’t know how to use a saw,” Castlen said. “I’ve definitely learned a lot of
cool things to know for if I ever wanted
to do something with my house.”
The family she worked with in Columbus appreciated the work her
group put into finishing a roof for a
home. Her group got to work with a
man in the partner family.

“He was really cool, really helpful
and really nice,” Castlen said. “We
asked him how he felt about having
a bunch of college students working
on his house and he said ‘Oh ya’ll are
doing a great job. Keep up the good
work.’”
For Castlen, the Habitat trips make
her feel like she’s spending her spring
break doing something worthwhile.
“You always feel so good at the end
because you’re doing something for
someone else, thinking about someone else and not just about yourself
and your life,” she said. “I find it rewarding.”
Young first got involved with Habitat when she was required to volunteer with an organization for one her
classes last fall. It’s something she
wants to continue doing because she
loves it.
“I feel like it’s something that once
you start it’s like an itch,” Young said.
“You want to keep doing it.”
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WKU football announces spring practice schedule
BY HERALD SPORTS STAFF
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Fans will have 15 opportunities to get an early look at the
WKU football team under new
coach Jeff Brohm.
Every practice is open to the
public, ending with the annual
Red and White game scheduled for April 19 at 1:00 p.m.
CT at Smith Stadium.
“Spring ball is a time where
we can see how our players

have worked over the winter as
well as work on installing some
new concepts to get ready for
the fall,” Brohm said in a WKU
press release.
“It’s an exciting time for
our program because we’re
just happy to be back on the
field playing the game we love.
We will also face a number of
new opponents as we move to
Conference USA, and this is a
time to begin preparations for
those teams.”

2014 WKU Football Schedule

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Saturday

Tuesday

March 25th

March 26th

March 28th

March 29th

April 1st

Wednesday

Friday

Saturday

Tuesday

April 4th

April 5th

April 8th

Spring
Game

April 2nd

April 19th at 1:00 p.m.
CT at Smith Stadium

SOFTBALL

WKU sweeps Troy in Sun Belt opener over the weekend

Senior pitcher Emily Rousseau hurls a pitch to home plate
during the first game of a double-header with University
of Louisville on Friday. LUKE FRANKE/HERALD

BY AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU Lady Topper Softball team scored early
and often in its Sun Belt Conference opening weekend sweep against Troy.
WKU (19-10-1, 3-0 Sun Belt) took the three games
from the Trojans (14-18-2, 0-3 SBC) with scores of 3-0,
8-1, and 5-0 respectively.

BASKETBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

shooting performance by their
team."
WKU’s 47.5 percent field goal
percentage was its highest percentage in a loss this season.
The loss ended a 10-game
win streak for the Lady Toppers. Coach Clark-Heard said
her team’s ability to play with
Baylor until the final buzzer
was credit to an attitude the
team has had the entire season.
“This is definitely a little emotional for us,” Clark-Heard said.
“First, I would like to say that
my team has put so much into
this. They’ve done a ton. For us

COLUMN

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
Saturday night, as they should
have.
Baylor is a team that plays
the best in the country every
week, and the Lady Bears were

BASEBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
did not score.

The team bounced back nicely from two mid-week defeats at the hands of Louisville, including a game in which
the Cardinals threw a no-hitter on the Lady Toppers.
“We really worked on what we didn’t do well all week
after we played Louisville, and Louisville’s a good
team,” Coach Amy Tudor said. “We took ourselves out
of the game. We knew what our approach was going to
be at the plate and I thought our girls executed that.”
In each of the three games, the team was able to plate
a run in the bottom of the first inning to take an early
lead. From there, WKU did not look back.
Pitching was key for the Lady Toppers in the first
game as senior pitcher Emily Rousseau, who was
named the Sun Belt Conference Pitcher of the Week,
threw a complete game allowing no runs or walks and
striking out nine batters.
The team scored two runs in the bottom of the fifth
inning, including a solo home run from sophomore
infielder Brooke Holloway, to take the game 3-0.
In the second game of the series, the Lady Toppers scored
at least one run in every inning en route to an 8-1 victory.
“That was our goal, to win every inning,” Holloway
said. “So scoring every inning was achieving that goal.”
Senior outfielder Kelsie Mattox led the team with two
hits and a trio of RBIs in game two. Freshman designated player Andie Martin had a solo shot of her own over
the centerfield wall to lead off the second inning.
Freshman pitcher Hannah Miniard improved her

to come in here and compete
the way that they did and go
to the last three minutes, it just
says a ton about this team and
how special they are.
“Throughout the year, this
team has rode with everything
the coaches have said, and we
gave them the game plan and
how we needed to prepare,
and I think the biggest thing
is that those players really believed in this staff.”

record to 9-3 on the season with a win in game two,
only allowing one run and striking out four.
“They did great,” Mattox said. “They knew their role
to come out and try to pitch seven for us and they did
a great job.”
In the third game, Rousseau took a perfect game
into the seventh inning, but lost it when she walked a
batter with only two outs to go.
She did, however, throw her first career no-hitter in
WKU’s 5-0 win to complete the series sweep.
“She was dynamite,” Tudor said. “I felt like she had
control of all of her pitches. To throw a no-hitter is
huge. It doesn’t happen in everyone’s career, and I
couldn’t be more proud of her.”
Seven different players recorded a hit for the Lady
Toppers on Sunday. Junior outfielder Shawna Sadler
led the way with two RBIs that day.
Tudor said it was huge to begin their Sun Belt title defense
with three wins the opening weekend of conference play.
“I think it’s huge to come out swinging and pitching
well,” she said. “I thought we did well in all three facets of the game. (It) all came together this weekend,
game one through game three. I think it’s a huge momentum going into conference.”
WKU will play another mid-week game this week
when the team travels to Murray State on Wednesday.
The team will then head to Texas for a three-game series with Texas Arlington.

“We had to commit to the
double-team and start getting some help to try to turn
her into a passer in the second
half.”

Junior forward Chastity
Gooch led the Lady Toppers
with 23 points and nine rebounds while redshirt freshman guard Kendall Noble had

21 points, eight rebounds, seven assists and three steals.
Gooch had 14 points in the
first half, giving Baylor fits with
different looks in the post. She
was held to just four shot selections in the second half, but
she made each one she took.
“The thing that kept giving
us a lot of trouble, obviously,
in the first half, was guarding
Gooch,” Brock said. “She’s an
outstanding low post player.
She has that body style that’s
very hard to match up with.
She can take you inside and
outside. That was what was
happening. She was getting
body on body down there with
Nina (Davis), and we weren’t
doing our work enough early
on defense.

Senior guard Bianca McGee’s three-pointer in the first
half to take a brief lead for the
Lady Toppers may have been
the highlight of the evening,
but more importantly, it defined the season that was for
WKU.
McGee and fellow senior
Chaney Means are the only
two players not returning to
next year’s team. Means is the
only one of the two who has
been with the team for four

years.
Means logged nine minutes
in her last game in a Lady Topper uniform and logged one
assist and a rebound. McGee
was on the floor for 32 minutes
and scored 18 points, shooting
4-of-8 from 3-point range.
After playing to the final
buzzer with one of the nation’s
premier basketball programs,
McGee feels confident that
her now former team is on
track for the same recognition
soon.
“We did it for each other and
the program,” McGee said.
“Western Kentucky has a great
history, and it’s great to have
them back in the NCAA tournament. Just be ready, because
they’re not going anywhere.”

extremely complimentary of the
way the Lady Toppers played.
To have those things said about
you and with only two seniors
– Chaney Means and Bianca
McGee – leaving the program,
there’s plenty to be excited about
for Lady Topper basketball.
The performances of Chas-

tity Gooch and Kendall Noble
against Baylor showed they
can play at an elite level.
Add in the recruiting class featuring the 2014 Kentucky Miss
Basketball, Ivy Brown; fellow McDonald’s All-American nominee
Tashia Brown; and Shalika Smith
from Glasgow and you’ve got a

combination of talent this school
hasn’t seen in a while.
Oh, and I forgot one person – Alexis Govan. The Preseason Sun Belt Player of the
Year was averaging 16.5 points,
4.6 rebounds and 2.5 steals
per game in the 11 games she
played this season.

Combining all of that in
with a 10-game winning streak
ending in a fight with Baylor,
there’s a lot of momentum riding into Conference USA next
season for the Lady Toppers.
It’s going to be fun watching
this team for many years to
come.

Myers says heading to
Bowling Green Ballpark,
a place the Toppers have
never lost, may be a good
change in things and hopes

it’ll help his team get out of
a slump.
“If you go play there like
you have the past two days
you'll get embarrassed,” My-

ers said. “Louisville and Kentucky — I've already talked
to their coaches and they’re
talking about how they can
find a way to win down there

so its pretty special for us to
go down there. It may be a
good change in environment.
I'm just disappointed we lost
at home.”

Gooch and Noble show
out on big stage

Last game for two seniors
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Good things
to come for
the Lady
Toppers
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
WACO, Texas – There were 6,207
(myself included) fans who sat in
the Ferrell Center Saturday night
at Baylor University and watched
something unprecedented happen.
A lot of attention has been
brought to WKU sports with the
presence of Bobby Petrino last year
and the back-to-back NCAA Tournaments from the men’s basketball
team in the last two years.
But Saturday night on ESPN2,
not many knew anything about this
team that wore red and white with
WKU on the front of the jersey.
Even a man sitting next to me
on press row leaned over and asked
me, ‘What exactly do you call that
mascot?’, as Big Red was staring at
him shaking his belly.
It was the largest crowd to watch
a Lady Topper game this season,
except for the crowd was wearing
green and yellow. Only about 50
only so few WKU fans made the
trek to Texas. This was supposed
to be a neutral court post-season
game, but WKU was in hostile territory.
The script was in place for WKU
to become a sacrificial lamb of a
powerhouse Baylor team with its
eyes set on the Final Four in Nashville.
Then, the unprecedented happened.
The Lady Toppers were loose
and comfortable. They looked the
part and showed they belonged
against the Lady Bears.
When Baylor opened the game
with a 3-pointer by Makenzie Robertson, I thought to myself,“here
we go.” It was about to be the typical No.2-seed blowout of another
victim of the No.15-seed.
But as the Lady Toppers have
done all year, they proved everyone
wrong – they proved me wrong.
The Lady Toppers made smart
shot selections and orchestrated
many runs that put the Lady Bears
on their heels. Even assistant head
coach Bill Brock said WKU had “one
of the better shooting performances” of any other opponent to enter
the Ferell Center.
But this loss didn’t get them
down. The Lady Toppers held their
heads high walking off the court
SEE COLUMN PAGE A8
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ONWARD &

UPWARD

The Lady Toppers recuperate in the locker room after their 87-74 loss to Baylor during the first round of the 2014 NCAA
Divison I Women's Basketball Championship at the Ferrell Center in Waco, Texas on Saturday. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

Lady Toppers earn new respect on national stage
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
WACO, Texas - If there were
people watching WKU’s first round
game in the NCAA Tournament
against 2-seed Baylor who didn’t
know who the Lady Toppers were
until that game, they have heard
now.
Baylor, a 30-point favorite heading into the game against the Sun
Belt
Conference
Tournament
champion Lady Toppers, hadn’t lost
on its home floor since 2010.
Traditionally in a No. 15 seed vs. a
No. 2 seed matchup, the lesser team
has more often than not, lost the
game before tip off.
But WKU gained a new-found re-

spect Saturday night in Texas, with
the fight it gave in an 87-74 loss to
Baylor.
“Coach (Kim) Mulkey told us
they were better than a 15-seed and
they were,” Lady Bear senior guard
Odyssey Sims said after the game.
“Give credit to them, their defense
was good. They kept making runs
when we were trying to pull away.
(Chastity Gooch) kept attacking and
trying to find ways to get buckets.
Give credit to them, they are a very
good team and they had a very good
year.”
WKU (24-9) ended its in the
Women’s NCAA Tournament for the
first time since 2008, and capped off
back-to-back 20-win season under
Michelle Clark-Heard, who took

over a program that had finished
9-21 the year before she took the
job.
Clark-Heard took the job on
March 22, 2012, exactly two years to
the day that her team would go toeto-toe with one of women’s college
basketball’s powerhouses.
“I want to commend Western
Kentucky on a great performance,”
Baylor assistant head coach Bill
Brock said. “They had a great year.
They had won 10 in a row coming
in here and I thought they played
outstanding tonight. I thought that
was one of the better shooting performances that anyone has come
in here as an opponent and done
on our floor. That was just a great
SEE BASKETBALL PAGE A8
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Toppers look to bounce out of slump against Louisville

WKU's redshirt junior catcher Ryan Messex (30) swings during the team's game against Texas State
Friday at Nick Denes Field. The Toppers defeated the Bobcats 4-1. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
BILLY RUTLEDGE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU baseball is accustomed to playing in big time
games. So far this year, the
Toppers (13-11) have already
defeated Vanderbilt (ranked
No. 4 at the time), Pittsburg

and Illinois.
The Toppers will have to
prepare for yet another big
challenge against No. 7 Louisville at Bowling Green Ballpark
Wednesday at 5:00 p.m.
The
Cardinals
(17-6)
reached the College World Series last season after defeat-

ing No. 2 Vanderbilt in the Super Regional. But before that,
WKU beat them at Bowling
Green Ballpark.
WKU pulled a 6-5 walk-off
upset win on then No. 8 Louisville last season. Regan Flaherty hit a base loaded two
out single to right field for the

game winner. Josh Bartley,
who is predicted to start tonight, recorded the victory for
the game last season.
WKU is 6-0 all-time at
Bowling Green Ballpark with
all wins coming against either
Louisville or Kentucky, and
holds the overall series lead
over the Cardinals, 68-62.
“It was pretty special for us
to go down there and play,”
Coach Matt Myers said. “The
last four years we’ve played
great there but if you go play
like you have the past week
and a half you’re going to get
embarrassed."
Louisville has struggled this
year — just like WKU. A 17-6
record looks good on paper,
but the Cardinals have played
only one ranked team, Indiana, which they lost twice to.
The Cardinals lost 11 players last year but many high
level players still remain on the
roster. Louisville has six players batting at or over .299. The
most productive senior outfielder, Jeff Gardner, is batting
.380 and leading the team in
RBI’s (31).
“We are going to need to
play our best game and hopefully we take care of business,”
senior outfielder Regan Flaherty said. “We have to get
back to battling as a team.
We’re a good team and it’s a

matter of time before we play
our best baseball. Energy and
competitiveness will get us
back on track and hopefully
we bring that [tonight].”
The past week for the Toppers has not been anything to
brag about. After a 10-3 loss at
Kentucky, WKU played a weekend series at Nick Denes Field
against Texas State that didn’t
go as planned. WKU took the
first game but lost two in a row
to drop the series to open Sun
Belt Conference home play.
Justin Hageman pitched
a complete game in the Toppers’ only win of the series and
only allowed four hits and no
earned runs. The trend of good
pitching didn’t stick with the
Toppers though while Texas
State combined for 20 runs in
the next two games.
Saturday’s game was the
complete opposite as the
WKU pitching staff walked 12
batters. That’s more than the
number of strikeouts they had
(10) and a 13-4 loss didn’t help
the team's confidence.
A 7-5 loss was chalked up
to missed opportunities. WKU
left 11 runners on base and still
had an opportunity to tie the
game in both the eighth and
ninth innings. Down two runs,
the first two batters got on for
WKU in the 9th, but they still
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